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James Fisher Marine Services confirmed as 

Supacat Multi-purpose Vessel (SMV 24) launch 

customer  

 
 New, flexible, multi-role DNV1A1 Wind Farm Service Code R1 

classed offshore support vessel available for a range of 

operation and maintenance applications up to 150 nautical miles 

offshore 

 State-of-the-art SMV 24 vessel, provides cost-effective, high 

performance and application flexibility 

 Available as a fully managed solution backed by the operational 

experience and expertise of the UK’s leading marine service 

company 

 Provides a platform for a range of specialist marine services 

including diving, ROV, operations and maintenance, 

accommodation and ship to turbine (STT™) oil change service 

 

James Fisher Marine Services (JFMS) and Supacat today announce the purchase of the first of 

type Supacat Multi-purpose Vessel 24 (SMV 24). The investment in the SMV 24 vessel marks 

JFMS’s continued commitment to provide innovative solutions to clients that require high 

assurance when operating in the marine environments.  

 

The SMV 24 vessel establishes a new benchmark in offshore support craft. With an overall 

length of 25.7 metres, it is powered by two MAN V12 diesel engines providing a maximum 
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speed of 30 knots and fully loaded range of 675 nautical miles. The vessel is capable of carrying 

three standard ISO 20ft containers with 30T load, providing extensive and versatile deck space 

for equipment such as ROVs, specialist diving equipment, accommodation modules, ship to 

turbine (STT) oil change service and offshore facility maintenance equipment (generators, 

HPUs, bunkering, workshops, tool stores, service spares).  

 

With the addition of optional high quality SOLAS A60 accommodation modules for 12 

passengers and permanent accommodation for crew, the DNV1A1 Wind Farm Service Code R1 

classed SMV 24 offers an ideal and highly cost-effective solution for servicing sites that are 150 

nautical miles offshore for continuous trips of up to one week’s duration. The flexibility and 

versatility of this new SMV 24 vessel renders it capable of reducing both the number of 

dedicated use vessels and number of visits to site required simultaneously delivering significant 

cost reduction and increased operational flexibility. 

 

“We are pleased to be able to offer this highly flexible offshore support vessel, to provide 

efficient and potentially cost-saving operation and maintenance solutions,” commented Andy 

Nattrass, marine operations project manager for James Fisher Marine Services. “This service is 

likely to be particularly of interest to the fast-growing offshore wind energy sector, for which we 

are able to combine it with bespoke innovations such as our ‘Ship-to-Turbine™’ oil transfer 

concept, an innovative and cost-effective method of exchanging gearbox and hydraulic oils for 

offshore wind farms. Whether providing services in marine renewable energy in this way, 

supporting offshore oil and gas operations, or enabling surveying and diving operations, the 

new SMV 24 vessel provides a highly flexible, multi-role capability that sets a new benchmark in 

offshore support.” 

 

Nick Ames, Managing Director of Supacat, said, “We are delighted that JFMS has chosen to be 

the launch customer for our new SMV 24 multi-purpose vessel. To have such a prestigious 

marine services company purchase the very first SMV 24 speaks volumes for the product and 

for its future potential in this growing sector. Today’s announcement is fantastic news for all at 

Supacat and we are very much looking forward to securing further SMV 24 orders and 

continuing to grow our presence in the marine sector. JFMS has clearly recognised the unique, 

flexible, multi-role offering any operator can benefit from by owning the SMV 24 and we are 
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quite sure that others will be following their lead. This is a most encouraging start to our Marine 

engineering business". 

  

Jim Hey, Group Business Development Director of James Fisher & Sons commented “The 

design concept of the SMV24 is unique in being able to carry three containers and 12 

passengers to site enabling the vessel to undertake multiple tasks during a single mobilisation 

without the need to return to port at the end of the working day. This role flexibility fits with our 

strategy to create value for our customers in terms of operational efficiency and cost reduction, 

complementing the specialist marine activities of the group many of which are based around 

containerised assets and multi-skilled personnel”. 

 
Ends 
 
 

Notes to editors: 
  

James Fisher Marine Services  

James Fisher Marine Services is a wholly owned subsidiary of James Fisher and Sons plc,  a leading 
provider of specialist services to the marine, oil and gas and other high assurance industries worldwide 
and is listed on the UK stock exchange and constituent of the FTSE 250. 

The aim of the group is to be the supplier of choice in all the industrial sectors we serve. As an innovative 
and fast-growing organization, the group’s highly skilled team and 167 year maritime heritage enable it to 
deliver solutions to the most demanding operational and technical challenges faced by our customers 
around the world. 

From its origins as a ship owner and operator, James Fisher and Sons has developed unparalleled 
operational expertise in the marine environment, providing comprehensive products, services and support 
to the oil and gas, marine renewables, shipping and defence industries. On land, James Fisher and Sons 
is increasingly a supplier of choice to the nuclear, construction and transportation sectors, providing 
specialist knowledge, skills and capabilities in the most safety-critical of engineering environments. 

By leveraging its global reach, deep operational understanding, breadth of capability and the enthusiasm 
and commitment of its staff, James Fisher and Sons is a trusted partner of major corporations, 
government agencies and other valued customers around the world. 

For more information visit www.james-fisher.com 

 

Supacat  
 
Supacat Ltd is an innovative engineering and design, established in 1981. It has a complete design and 
engineering capability; including testing, prototype manufacture, certification, low rate production and fleet 
support.  Supacat specialises in developing solutions to unusual customer requirements.  In the late 
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1990’s it designed the High Mobility Transporter (HMT) to meet a military requirement for an agile, all-
terrain vehicle, which more recently has been used extensively by UK Forces in Afghanistan. In the 2000s 
it designed a Lifeboat Launch & Recovery System for the RNLI, which can negotiate Britain’s most 
demanding beaches. Supacat has grown and diversified into new sectors, such as Renewable Energy, 
and Oil & Gas and Marine. It worked with Fred Olsen to prepare the detailed design and manufacture of a 
first-off Wave Energy Device now undergoing sea testing at FabTest in Falmouth.   It employs 
approximately 120 people at its facility at Dunkeswell, East Devon.  www.supacat.com 
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James Fisher Marine Services Ltd  

Marine Operations Project Manager  
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